Introduced by Council Member Crescimbeni and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Brosche, Carter and Morgan: 



RESOLUTION 2017-677
A RESOLUTION COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND COUNTLESS CONTRIBUTIONS OF WARREN GRYMES, JR.; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Warren Grymes, Jr. was born in Quincy, Massachusetts, grew up in Baltimore, moved to Jacksonville at the age of 14, and graduated from Bishop Kenny High School and from Jacksonville University with a degree in history; and


WHEREAS, after serving in the Naval Reserve Mr. Grymes had a long and varied business career with Delta Airlines, the Avondale and Akra travel agencies, and Chef’s Market gourmet specialty stores before becoming the Chief Executive Officer of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northeast Florida; and


WHEREAS, during his 13-year tenure with Big Brothers Big Sisters, Warren Grymes rescued the Northeast Florida affiliate from the brink of bankruptcy and turned it into one of the leading affiliates in the nation, quadrupling the number of children receiving meaningful, successful mentoring experiences through the agency under his leadership and helping to produce outstanding school attendance, improved behavior and academic success; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Grymes was extremely active in the community, holding leadership roles in organizations such as the Arlington Rotary Club, Jacksonville University Council, JU Alumni Association, Gator Bowl Host Committee, and American Legion baseball, and also was involved in local political campaigns; and 

WHEREAS, Warren Grymes, a member of the Leadership Jacksonville Class of 2007 and Jacksonville University’s Distinguished Alumni Award winner in 2013, was renowned for his devotion to improving the condition of the Jacksonville community and its citizens through tireless activism, advocacy and mentoring, and his recent passing is a tremendous loss for the city; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commemorates the life and countless civic activities of Warren Grymes, Jr., and extends to his family and friends the City’s heartfelt condolences upon his passing. Mr. Grymes’ example of active and engaged citizen leadership and community involvement will be a lasting legacy to his life.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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